o c a t e d on a t e r r a c e overlooking C a l i f o r n i a Creek, a t r i b u t a r y of t h e Brazos River system. The s i t e h a s been impacted by c o n s t r u c t i o n of a county road and b r i d g e , by s e v e r e e r o s i o n and d e f l a t i o n , and by r o o t plowing t o remove mesquite t r e e s from t h e a r e a . R e s u l t s of t e s t i n g i n d i c a t e t h a t S i t e 4 1 H K 2 8 represented a T r a n s i t i o n a l Archaic s i t e which has been l a r g e l y destroyed by e r o s i o n and mesquite c l e a r i n g .
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INTRODUCTION Archaeological S i t e 41HK28 was recorded a t t h e Texas Archeological
Research Laboratory of t h e Balcones Research Center, The U n i v e r s i t y of Texas a t Austin, i n May 1984 by a member of t h e S t a t e Department of Highways and P u b l i c T r a n s p o r t a t i o n (SDHPT) p r o f e s s i o n a l c u l t u r a l r e s o u r c e s s t a f f . Following i n i t i a l e v a l u a t i o n , f u r t h e r t e s t i n g and i n v e s t i g a t i o n were recommended. The s i t e was t e s t e d on J u l y 8-9, 1985, by Wayne C. Young of t h e S D H P T p r o f e s s i o n a l c u l t u r a l r e s o u r c e s s t a f f , w i t h f i e l d s u p p o r t personnel provided by t h e S D H P T D i s t r i c t 8 Residency O f f i c e i n Hamlin, Texas. S i t e 41HK28 i s l o c a t e d i n s o u t h e a s t e r n Haskell County about 14 m i l e s s o u t h e a s t of Haskell (Fig. 1 ) . The s i t e i s s i t u a t e d along County
Road 166 about 0.5 mile e a s t of Farm t o Market Highway 600 and occupies a t e r r a c e a l o n g t h e western bank of C a l i f o r n i a Creek. S i t e 41HK28 occurs along b o t h s i d e s of t h e county road and covers an a r e a about 150 meters along t h e creek and 50 meters t o t h e w e s t of t h e creek bank.
T e s t i n g of t h e s i t e w a s performed under t h e a u s p i c e s of Procedures for t h e P r o t e c t i o n of H i s t o r i c and C u l t u r a l P r o p e r t i e s (36 CFR, P a r t 800), procedures p r e s c r i b e d and endorsed by t h e Federal Highway Administration.
The o b j e c t of t e s t i n g was t o determine e l i g i b i l i t y f o r i n c l u s i o n of t h e s i t e w i t h i n t h e National R e g i s t e r of H i s t o r i c Places o r nomination as a S t a t e Archaeological Landmark as p r e s c r i b e d by f e d e r a l r e g u l a t i o n , and t o determine t h e n a t u r e of t h e d e p o s i t s and t h e c u l t u r a l c o n t e x t of t h e s i t e .

The c o n s t r u c t i o n a f f e c t i n g S i t e 41HK28 involves t h e replacement of a Warren t r u s s b r i d g e w i t h a modern concrete s t r u c t u r e and a r e c o n s t r u c t i o n of t h e approaches f o r approximately 200 f t . w e s t and 400 f t . e a s t of t h e b r i d g e .
The county road w i l l b e closed, t h e o l d b r i d g e dismantled, and a new s t r u c t u r e e r e c t e d i n i t s p l a c e . Additional right-of-way h a s been obtained f o r 200 f t . e a s t and 400 f t . w e s t of t h e b r i d g e and i s a uniform 100 f t . i n width. This Page Redacted Per THC Policy SITE DESCRIPTION S i t e 41HK28 appears t o have covered about an a c r e along t h e western bank of C a l i f o r n i a Creek i n Haskell County, Texas. The s i t e is p r e s e n t l y i n a h e a v i l y overgrazed p a s t u r e w i t h t h e dominant v e g e t a t i o n b e i n g small mesquites and broomweeds. It should b e mentioned t h a t t h e mesquite t r e e s on t h e s i t e a r e n o t i c e a b l y s m a l l e r t h a n those i n o t h e r p a s t u r e s and t h a t t h e r e a r e s e v e r a l brush p i l e s p r e s e n t , i n d i c a t i n g t h a t t h e s i t e h a s been c l e a r e d of t r e e s i n t h e r e l a t i v e l y r e c e n t p a s t .
The s i t e h a s probably been root-plowed w i t h i n t h e l a s t 20 y e a r s .
Erosion is s e v e r e on t h e s i t e and may b e p a r t i a l l y a t t r i b u t e d t o t h e l a c k of ground cover i n t h e immediate a r e a . Very l a r g e and deep g u l l i e s a r e p r e s e n t along both s i d e s of t h e county road and have c u t through about 75% of t h e s i t e w i t h i n t h e right-of-way (Fig. 2) . These g u l l i e s The lowest meter of t h e g u l l y p r o f i l e s i s a very red c l a y l a c k i n g g r a v e l s . There a r e s e v e r a l c u t and f i l l sequences observable i n t h e g u l l y w a l l s and a l l c u l t u r a l m a t e r i a l s w i t h i n t h e g u l l i e s were contained i n t h e s e a r e a s . The one complete d a r t p o i n t , a Darl-like specimen, w a s found on t h e s u r f a c e about 2 meters from t h e edge of t h e n o r t h g u l l y and i s v e r y similar t o t h e d a r t p o i n t base found i n Level 1 on t h e south s i d e of t h e road.
The g u l l y p r o f i l e s appeared a t f i r s t t o have dark bands r e p r e s e n t i n g c u l t u r a l zones i n them. A c l o s e r examination revealed t h a t t h e s e bands were caused by decaying t r e e r o o t s and t h a t they disappeared when only s l i g h t l y excavated.
The g u l l i e s are s t i l l quite a c t i v e a t the s i t e today, as witnessed
by one of the larger mesquites having been undercut and l y i n g i n the g u l l y . The leaves were s t i l l green on the t r e e and i t may be presumed that the t r e e had only recently sloughed i n t o the g u l l y .
TESTING OPERATIONS Archaeological t e s t i n g of S i t e 4 1 H K 2 8 c o n s i s t e d of s u r f a c e o b s e r v a t i o n s ,
examination of g u l l y w a l l s , and t h e excavation of a t e s t u n i t by hand (Fig. 2 ) . An examination of t h e ground s u r f a c e revealed a t h i n s c a t t e r i n g of f l i n t and q u a r t z i t e f l a k e s and burned rocks along both s i d e s of t h e county road. One p o s s i b l e s u r f a c e h e a r t h was l o c a t e d between t h e g u l l y and T e s t Unit 1 on t h e s o u t h s i d e of t h e road and w a s p a r t i a l l y excavated.
Excavation of t h i s l i m e s t o n e h e a r t h w a s h a l t e d when a r u s t e d t i n can w a s found i n t h e c e n t e r of t h e h e a r t h . This f e a t u r e may r e l a t e t o t h e con- and a thumbnail end s c r a p e r were recovered i n t h i s procedure, w i t h a l l specimens coming from a c u t and f i l l sequence i n t h e n o r t h g u l l y .
There were no s u r f a c e c o n c e n t r a t i o n s of materials o r any evidence of i n t a c t s u b s u r f a c e c u l t u r a l zones; t h e r e f o r e , a l o c a l i t y a d j a c e n t t o t h e h i s t o r i c s u r f a c e -h e a r t h at t h e head of t h e s o u t h g u l l y w a s chosen f o r t h e placement of T e s t Unit 1. Test Unit 1 w a s a 1 meter square.
Excavation w a s i n a r b i t r a r y 10 c m l e v e l s with a l l s o i l passed through 0.25 i n . mesh hardware c l o t h and a l l c u l t u r a l m a t e r i a l r e t a i n e d by s q u a r e and l e v e l c o o r d i n a t e s .
Level 1 contained a Darl-like d a r t p o i n t b a s e , 3 c o r e fragments, 2 mussel s h e l l fragments, 26 f l a k e s , 3 g l a s s b o t t l e s h e r d s , and 5 fragments from t i n cans. Levels 2-5 w e r e c u l t u r a l l y s t e r i l e . The excavations w e r e h a l t e d a t 50 c m s i n c e t h e previous 40 cm had been c u l t u r a l l y s t e r i l e and t h e r e w e r e no i n d i c a t i o n s of deeper c u l t u r a l zones from t h e g u l l y w a l l s .
A l l of t h e c u l t u r a l m a t e r i a l w a s found t o b e i n a d i s t u r b e d c o n t e x t and l i m i t e d t o t h e t o p 10 cm of t h e s i t e .
CONCLUSIONS AND RECOMENDATIONS
Archaeological t e s t i n g of S i t e 41HK28 h a s e s t a b l i s h e d t h a t t h e s i t e w a s p r i m a r i l y a s u r f a c e occupation t h a t can b e r e l a t e d t o t h e T r a n s i t i o n a l
Archaic and t h a t t h e s i t e has been d i s t u r b e d by p a s t a g r i c u l t u r a l and c o n s t r u c t i o n a c t i v i t i e s --s p e c i f i c a l l y overgrazing, r o o t plowing, and t h e c o n s t r u c t i o n of t h e road and b r i d g e .
The p o r t i o n s of t h e s i t e w i t h i n t h e right-of-way l a c k a v a l i d c u l t u r a l c o n t e x t and t h e same probably h o l d s f o r t h e a r e a o u t s i d e t h e right-ofway. C u l t u r a l remains appear t o have been s e v e r e l y eroded and d i s t u r b e d .
It is b e l i e v e d t h a t t h e p o r t i o n of S i t e 41HK28 within t h e highway r i g h t -
of-way does n o t meet t h e c r i t e r i a f o r i n c l u s i o n w i t h i n t h e National R e g i s t e r of H i s t o r i c Places o r f o r S t a t e Archaeological Landmark s t a t u s .
No f u r t h e r i n v e s t i g a t i o n of S i t e 41HK28 i s recommended.
